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HELPING KIDS REDISCOVER LIFE AFTER LOSS NOVEMBER 2025

“I’ve learned that taking risks can lead to unexpected friendships, fun, and the best memories....”

When Ava was six years old, her father passed away suddenly, leaving her
and her older brother with the devastating wound of parental loss.

From another widowed parent, Ava’s mom learned about Wildflower. With
negotiated camp tuition reductions, scholarships, and the support of a
trained social-services professional, Wildflower made it possible for Ava and
her brother to continue attending their beloved Fessenden Day Camp.

In her application to Wildflower, Ava’s mother expressed her desire to
alleviate some of the grief with the stability, community, and joy that her
children’s tried-and-true camp helped provide. Wildflower was born from
these exact circumstances - according to founder and widowed mother,
Cyndi Jones.

Ava’s mother wrote: “Wildflower gave me peace — feeling less guilty knowing my children were laughing,
playing and surrounded by friends while | worked. As the years went on, Wildflower gave them experiences
and opportunities | could have never provided alone.”

Nearly a decade after her loss, Ava radiated optimism and a level of maturity not uncommon for children
who experience loss so young. She broke into a wide smile when speaking about her cherished camping
years. “It has truly been a gift to have the chance to spend every summer at Fessenden as a camper/CIT. |
was always so excited for summer, because | knew [my friends] would be back there...”

Ava grew, flourished, and thrived at Fessenden Summer Camp. The day camp offered
exciting activities to choose from, including dance, swimming, archery, sports, and
more. “Every single summer filled with joy, happiness and the best memories would
not have been possible without the Wildflower organization.”

Buoyed by her camp friends, Ava eventually blossomed from a camper to a
Counselor-in-Training who enjoyed working with children. She is a dedicated student,
f pushing herself in her studies — a quality she attributes to her late father’s dedication
. to his work. As an avid writer, she keeps a journal of letters to her dad.

her camp |

friends
Ava’s camp experiences inspired her decision to join a child-care program in school
with the goal of helping people, specifically young children, as she looks to the future. “The opportunities
that [Wildflower] was able to give me - | want to be able to give other people.”

Approaching her eighth Wildflower summer at Fessenden, Ava was inspired to step outside her comfort zone, into a
travel program that included a stop in Italy - where her family was from. Encouraged by the adventure, she and her
mother worked with Wildflower to make her summer dream a reality. Ava’s decision and journey highlights
Wildflower’s lasting impact on grieving families. Wildflower’s intervention catalyzed grief to nurture Ava’s confidence,
resilience, and curiosity - qualities that empowered her to embrace new adventures, including unforgettable
intercultural immersion.

“l will admit that | was hesitant about traveling so far away from my family without any experience of being out of
the country before. But through this experience, I’ve learned that taking these risks can lead to unexpected
friendships, fun, and the best memories.”

The resilience gleaned from Ava’s camping years quickly paid off as she
navigated the brand new environment, missing her close-knit family.
Once the culture shock faded, Ava was captivated by her surroundings
and new friends — and never wanted the adventure to end.

" Avain Paris
with her

Travel For
Teens tour

“P’ve learned so much about different cultures, tried new foods, shopped ! group
in new areas and enjoyed many cities’ beautiful architecture and art!” o : =)

With Wildflower’s support, Ava learned that stepping beyond her comfort zone and immersing herself in new
cultures can lead to profound growth, meaningful connections, and a deeper appreciation of the world and her own
strength. These lessons are gifts that continue giving, maximizing Wildflower’s reach as each camper blossoms.

Mission
Wildflower is dedicated to serving children and families who
have experienced the death of a parent. We provide the gifts of

camp, enriching experiences, and consistent, long-term support
to help families strengthen their resilience and create positive
opportunities for the future.
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Thank You Camp Partner Spotlight
To our donors and supporters, we thank CAMP WEKEELA Thank you Camp Wekeela! For

you for making our work possible. the last two years, this

community has dedicated
themselves to raising money to
support Wildflower campers

Cummings and families.

Foundation Shout out to Assistant Director, Jonathan Caflan,
and LIT Coordinator, Jamie Gertler for organizing!

Special thanks to our Sustaining Sponsor

Take Action: Give Your Way
The Buddy System

ouddy, Why join our brand new monthly giving initiative?

o (d e Make a big impact in measurable increments
e Investin long-term healing

e Double your impact with matching gifts

e Honor a lost loved one with purpose

Systes®

$50/mo $20/mo $10/mo

Two weeks of day camp  One week of day camp  Camp supplies for one camper

Sponsor-a-Camper Rodman Ride
Are you interested in providing a child with a The Rodman Ride for Kids is an
truly meaningful experience? With an annual annual fundraiser that awards
gift of $2,500, you will be carefully matched 100% of money raised by
to a Wildflower camper and receive updates Wildflower’s participants to our

on their progress. organization.

The impact of these gifts is
priceless. One parent wrote:
“I truly appreciated the
unique experiences that [my
children] were able to enjoy
and carry with them for the
rest of their lives.”

This year, Team Wildflower included our ED,

Erin Lynch, her family and friends, plus Alumni Parent,
Julie Traub as our Team Captain!

Thank you to our sponsors, and wonderful event

volunteers, especially Wildflower families!
The next Ride is Saturday, May 16, 2026!

Contact us at info@wildflowerforkids.org for more information on ways to contribute.

Introducing Our Newest Board Members

Susan Turpin is an experienced non-profit Board Member with focus areas on capital facilities
improvements, board governance, and giving programs. She is currently the VP Chair of the
Facilities Committee at the Sanborn House and Cultural Center.

Carolann Danielczyk has a proven track record in the legal industry and is skilled in overseeing
all areas of law. Her expertise spans leadership, communication, and project management,
complemented by strengths in interviewing, training, mentoring, and fostering collaboration.

271 Lincoln Street, Suite 12, Lexington, MA 02421 | 781.861.1413 | info@wildflowerforkids.org | wildflowerforkids.org



mailto:info@wildflowerforkids.org

